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:March 1962

JOHNS COMMITTEE HEARINGS

Dr. Harkness

M3.rk Hawes, Corrmittee Counsel:
This is the Joint Committee of the House and Senate from the Florida
Legislature Investigating Corrmittee - strictly a fact-finding body.

The

witnesses before this corrmittee has the right to legal council of their
own choice if they so desire it.

Your rights here are the same as any

citizen of this country in a court of law.

If we ask you any questions

that invade your rights or the answer to which v.Duld violate your
principle, you simply indicate so and state the reason and we will respect
your judgement and your position.

Now I want you to know why we are here

and what we are attempting to do.

We are attempting to found out what if

any factual foundation there is for the furor and the charges that have
been unfortunately printed in the press in regards to this institution and
certain individuals ideals.

We are here behind closed doors asking these

questions of the people involved and the people that are supposed to know
the overall situation from the institutional angle for we believe that the
nature of same of these accusations are such that the mere raising of the
questions to some of these witnesses in public might do same of these
individuals and this institution a serious injury and irreparable one.

And,

in same cases the evidence ultimately made will prove that the accusations
made are absolutely invalid and baseless.

But, when the questions are

asked in public you can't rerrove the effect of the thing.
reason we are here in private.

This is the

When we are done we intend to turn this

record over to the Board of Control which is a State Agency duly authorized
to administer this institution.

That Board will have the duty of taking

whatever action, if any, is justified and indicated by the record.
This is the nature of this thing and this is why we are here with this type
of preceding rather than a public hearing and you are one of those people
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that we want to talk to and question i f you are willing to talk to us on
a voluntary basis.

You are under no complusion to talk to us at all and

you have the right to leave here if you want to.

If you would like to

talk to us on that basis, then we would like to talk with you.
(INFORMAL COFFEE CHIT-CHAT)
Q.

Dr. Harkness will you state your full name, address and your connection
with the University of South Florida, for the record.

A.

Ibnald R. Harkness, 10712 Carrollwood Drive, Tampa, Florida 33612.
I am Associate Professor of Social Sciences at the University.

Q.

How long have you held this position?

A.

Well, last year I was Associate Professor in English but I've been
here since the University started, I started August llth of 1962.

Q.

Would you give us a brief resume of your educational backgrDund and
your prior teaching stations in higher education?

A.

Alright.

I took my undergraduate Bachelor's of Arts Degree in

English at Hamline University in St. Paul, M:irmesota.
be back in 1942.

Now that VK>uld

And I was in the Army of the United States during

the war and I'm still in the Reserve, a Major in the Reserve now.
After the war I went back to the University of M:irmesota to do
graduate VK>rk in .American Studies.

I have also taught at the

University as a teaching assistant my first year, and as a regular
instructor and taught until 1950.
Degree in .American Studies in 1948.

I picked up my Master of Arts
In 1950 I came to Gainesville as

an Instructor in English at the University of Florida and taught there
which had nothing to do but the dissertation which is a familiar
experience in this business but I managed to get it done and take my
doctor in PHD in .American Studies in M:irmesota in 1955.

Then in 1957-58

I was on a year's leave of absence as a visiting professor at Bemidji
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State College in northern Minnesota.

The summer before that I taught

at the University of Southern California just during the summer.

I

returned to Gainesville in 1958 and changed at that time to the Logic
Dept.

I had been promoted to Assistant Professor back in 1956.

I

taught Logic and Social Science there for the last two years and in 1950 I
came down here as Associate Professor of English and joined in appointment
in the College of Basic Studies in the College of Liberal Arts.

Q.

That was 1960?

A.

That was 1960.

Q.

You are now an Assistant Professor in Sociology at this time?

A.

No, an Associate Professor in Social Sciences in the American Ideal

And I've been here since.

Course.
Q.

And you taught one time in the English Department?

A.

Yes.

I also taught in H1..D1la11 Behavior.

I taught English and Human

Behavior and American Idea.
Q.

And you are also a member of the MUP?

A.

Yes.

I was the first President of the organization when we started it

just as school started in September of 1960.

As a matter of fact, we

organized the chapter and then wrote the National office for accreditation
and a charter as a chapter.

And they told us ordinarily they do not

charter chapters at institutions that were not yet accredited.

You

understand that accreditation requires a graduation of three classes three senior classes, but, because of the circumstances of our
organization, the quality of the institution, the faculty and so on,
which we transmitted to them we were given a charter immediately.
Q.

Are you president?

A.

No, our annual election was held last week.

The presidency is a two

year term for alternate years, for two years and last Thursday the
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election was held--officers are not allowed to succeed themselves-and John Hicks the Chairman of the Humanities Deparbnent was elected
President last Thursday.
Q.

You went out of office last Thursday?

A.

I will remain on the executive committee, however, for

~

years.

That is a constitutional provision of the organization.
Q.

Could you give us an idea, if you don't object to it, sir, on the
membership, what percentage of the faculty?

A.

Well, I can give you an idea but I'm not sure of the latest figures,
but, we have now al::out somewhere between 70 and 90 and that would be
somewhere over 50% of the eligible faculty.

Q.

Have you had an increase over the past six weeks?

A.

We have had an increase over the last week or so.

Q.

Could you tell me al::out what percentage was members of a couple of
JIK)nths ago?

A.

About a third I think, around between 40 and 50.

Q.

Thank you, sir.

Now, Dr. Harkness, one of the things that has been in

this public turm:)il that we are inquiring al::out, what has now become
known as the Jerome D3.vis matter.

I assume in your capacity you had

nothing to do with the folks in bringing him here.
A.

That is correct?

Well, it was mentioned in American Idea Staff Meeting.

I thought it

would be a good idea.
Q.

Did you at that time, this is before it was finalized.

Were you at

that time acquainted with his supposed record of affiliation with
communist front organizations?
A.

I had heard some stories of that and I heard some other things.

I

learned a good bit more later on, however, al::out his clearance on that
and the fact that he had won a libel suit against the Saturday Evening
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Post for calling him a Corrmunist and had been cleared in court for
a pass-port from the State Department.
Q.

This is on a charge of being a Coiillilllilist as such that he won a law
suit?

A.

I believe it was, I'm not familiar with all the details of the case.

Q.

Now, as being distinguished from the charge of being a Comrmmist,
it is certified by the House ori American Activities Committees and
the sub-committee of the Senate on internal security and the
Attorney-General of the United

States~--that

he has as to what is

referred to primarily from field study, a serious record of
communist-front organization affiliation.
I'm talking about?

You get the distinction

Between the charges that he is a Comrmmist that

he has belonged to many communist-front organizations.

Were you aware

of this portion of this man's background when the discussion was first
brought up?
A.

Not in great detail.

The definition of a communist-front is a pretty

fuzzy one too.
Q.

When, I believe you told us already when the discussion was up originally,
that you thought it v;ould be a good idea to bring him here?

A.

Yes I did.

Q.

What did you understand that he was to lecture on?

A.

He was to talk about cornrmmism and Russia.

He had been there a m.unber

of times and we were very interested in comparing the coiillilllilist system
to the capitalist system as a part of the course.

We had a lecturer

scheduled for the week following, an official of a Real Estate Canpany,
and a Ph. in Business Administration from Harvard who is to present the
corporation picture and capitalist picture so that we v;ould have a
balance.

As a rratter of fact, I found out that the Jerome D3.vis Lecture

6

had he given it, would probably have been very anti:-comnunist because
he is not a supporter of Russia.
Q.

How did you find this out?

A.

This was in discussion with him.

Q.

r::o you know the man personally?

A.

I just met him.

Q.

When did you meet him?

A.

He was on campus - came over f:rom Zephyrhills, I just met him very
briefly.

He said he was a lecturer on anti-corrmunism.

Q.

This is after his cancellation?

A.

Yes.

Q.

He was down on the campus after the President cancelled his appearance
there?

A.

Yes.

Q.

And this is when you met him?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Now you remember when the public furor arose over his proposed appearance
here, Dr. Harkness?

A.

Well, furor as far as I know, I heard that there had been some objection.
And I remember, of course, when it was cancelled.

Q.

I understand from other witnesses . that the President consulted with
some of the Administrators and some of the faculty members about what
action that he should take after the question had been raised.

A.

I understand that too.

Q.

You were not one of those consulted?

A.

No, I was not consulted.

Q.

And you are aware of the fact that the President finally did cancel?

A.

Yes.
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Q.

Now, I understand that after the cancellation the MUP passed a
resolution--don't let me put an unfair connotation on this--contrary
to the President's stand?

A.

Yes.

Q.

In cancelling his appearance?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Can you tell us what percentage of the membership was present when this

resolution was passed?
A.

As I remember, it was very well attended meeting, I would say probably

of the membership we had, we had at least 70 to 80% there.
about 40 people.
Q.

There were

Close to 40 people.

Now, in this connection, Dr. Harkness, at this stage, were you
personally acquainted with the extent of the alleged communist-front
affiliations of Dr. IB.vis?

A.

No.

Not personally.

I just heard that those charges had been made.

Q.

Ib you know whether or not the membership of the MUP that passed this
resolution were generally aware of the extent of the alleged communist
front affiliations?

A.

I really couldn't answer that because I just don't know--I would have to
be able to read the minds of the individuals.

Q.

In your disc ussions over there before you passed the resolutions was
there a comment on this phase of his background?

A.

Probably some, I don't remember specifically.

The point of the resolution

is not this matter but the question of whether divergent points of view
could be presented in public with opportunity for discussion and
challenge.
Q.

Would it be a fair statement of the position of the MUP i f they thought
that academic freedom was required of any personality being brought to
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lecture on a given subject that the person might be qualified m
subject to questioning?
A.

Yes.

I think so.

Q.

Would this extend in your judgement, Dr. Harkness, to the appearance
of an identified member of the communist party to lecture on this
subject on the campus?

A.

That's one that I think I could invoke the right of privacy of
opinion on but I WJn 1 t.
properly identified.

I'm perfectly willing to answer it.

Yes,

And with the opportunity for challenge and

questions and discussion.
objection, I would approve.

I feel that not only would I have no
You cannot expect students to understand

something without having the opportunity to know about it.
Q.

I appreciate your willingness to answer and your frankness on that,
Dr. Harkness.

Would you say, in your judgement, from your association

and your position with the MUP that this position of yours 1s
representative of the membership of the MUP on the campus?
A.

I would say I hope so.

I don't know, but, I hope so and expect so

but not entirely, by any means.

MUP does not speak with a unlateral

voice because, afterall, we want controversy and differences of
opinion within the organization as well.
Q.

You WJuld think that there nay be some individual dissenters?

A.

Yes.

Q.

Would you think this the position of the rrajority?

A.

Well, I put it pretty strongly and I don't know that I would say that

I would be disappointed if there weren't.

I think so, but, I would again say I hope so.
Q.

Alright sir.

Now, Dr. Harkness the MUP does it represent prirrarily

the faculty members, the teaching personnel as opposed to the
Administration?
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A.

I don't care to accept the use of the ter.m opposed--I realize you
didn't mean it.

Yes.

This is an organization of teaching

personnel--membership requirement for active membership is that a
person must be engaged in at least half-time in teaching or research
or i f he is a department head he is eligible for active membership
eventhough he may not have any teaching duties and certain other
personnel, primarily Librarian, who have academic status are also
eligible for active membership.
Dr. Harkness you don't understand the language.

When she growls at

you either she doesn't understand you or you're going to fast for her.
Anytody else from the University Cornnunity who has been a member MUP
but has since moved from teaching into Administration for example is
eligible for associate membership.
Q.

MUP by that time, we are speaking of the American Association of the
University Professors?

A.

That' s right.

Q.

Alright Dr. Harkness, I think we have covered your position and the
associations position in regards to that particular matter.

r::o you

have one of the other complaints that we have received that which we
are inquiring about here is the allegation made by some people that
there are atheists on the campus or that same people are teaching antichristian doctrines.

r::o you have any infonnation in regards to that

idea?
A.

No I do not.

I w::>uld doubt it very seriously.

A.

Have you heard any rumors or other than what has been in the press
since this investigation started in regards to this allegation?

A.

No, well, I heard rumors and complaints from some of the parents before
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they brought it to the attention of your cammittee.
that nature but it was strictly rL.IJIDrs.

'Ihings of

I have no first hand know-

ledge of this at all.
Q.

Alright sir.

Have you heani any complaints or any sort of information

of supposed of acts of homosexuality?
A.

No I have not.

Q.

Have you heani any complaints or rL.IJIDrs of the supposed use of any
materials and instructional course ideas in regan:ls to there being
allegedly pornographic nature?

A.

Well, I heani the rumors again--definition of pornography you've
heani of it is pretty fuzzy and I am fully aware that no pornographic
literature under the legal definition, in various courses, has been
used here as far as I am concerned--I'm sure its not.
~uld

Q.

You have not come in contact with anything you

A.

No.

Q.

You taught English when you were a teacher here?
year.

think pornographic?

That

~uld

be last

Would this be the Freshman course 101?

A.

Yes, 101 and 102 and then I taught 102 again this stunmer.

Q.

Dr. Harkness, in your teaching of that course did you have in your
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class, at that time, the required reading of the book "Inhabited Universe"?
A.

No, that book was used this year.

Q.

You didn't teach it?

A.

No I did not teach it.

Well, I feel I have no further questions of this witness unless you want to
ask any particular question.
Dr. Harkness, thank you so nn.1ch for cooperating with us.
(FRIENDLY PARTINGS)

Thank you.

